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had sown. The French armies were well dis-
ciplined and admirably led by Conde" and
Turenne, and Mazarin was, in diplomacy, a
worthy successor of Richelieu. In 1643 Cond6
broke the Spanish infantry in the great battle
of Rocroy in the Netherlands, and in 1644 he
gained the great victory of Freiburg on the
Upper Rhine. Other notable events were the
battle of Nordlingen in 1645 and the invasion
of Bavaria by Turenne in 1646. The result was
that the empire consented to make peace, and
the Thirty Years' War was ended by the peace
of Westphalia (1648). France gained greatly.
Her claim to Metz, Toul, and Verdun was
recognized, and Alsace was added to her within
ill-defined limits; in Italy, Pinerolo was recog-
nized as French.

The empire had made peace, but the war
with Spain still remained, and was compli-
cated by the outbreak of civil war. The de-
cisive event was the alliance which Mazarin
managed to negotiate with Cromwell. The
Spaniards were defeated at the battle of the
Dunes (1658), and accepted the peace of the
Pyrenees in 1659. Spain ceded territory on
the northern frontier of France; but the most
important point was a contract of marriage
between Louis xrv. and the Infanta of Spain,
coupled with a stipulation that the French
king should renounce any inheritance of Span-
ish territory that might come through his wife.

Mazarin died hi 1661, and Louis xiv. an-
nounced his intention of acting henceforward
as his own first minister, and of conducting
the government himself. At home Louis xiv.
was the center of the most splendid court in
Europe, and the standard of manners set there
reacted beneficially on all Europe. He was a
generous if not a very discriminating patron
of letters, and his support of Molifcre deserves
especial mention. The early years of his reign
saw a splendid and successful effort on the part
of his minister Colbert to reorganize the finan-
ces and industry of the country. Colbert was
a man of great knowledge and energy, and
while his influence lasted France was the best
administered country in Europe, The religious
history of the reign was also of great import-
ance. The king was a sincere Catholic always,
and towards the end of his reign his sincerity
darkened into bigotry. The results were seen
in the persecution of the Huguenots. They
were no longer a danger to the monarchy; their
members were peaceful, industrious, active
both in trade and commerce; but their inde-
pendent religious position offended the per-
sonal vanity and the religious bigotry of the
king. In 168$ the Edict of Nantes (Henry iv.'s

great measure of toleration) was withdrawn.
The Huguenots were forced into submission
or took refuge in exile. The loss thereby occa-
sioned to France (moral, financial, and in-
dustrial) was one of the most serious blows
sustained during the whole reign.
Louis xiv. was very ambitious of military
glory, and his reign was full of wars: the first,
concerning certain portions of the Spanish
Netherlands, ceded to France by the treaty of
Aix-la-Chapelle; the second and third, with
Holland, which had formed the Triple Alliance
with England and Sweden, a war for territorial
aggrandisement ending with the peace of Rys-
wick in 1697, and the fourth (brought about
by the death in 1700 of the Spanish king), the
War of the Spanish Succession. Charles n., by
his will, had left the Spanish possessions to the
grandson of Louis xrv. (Philip of Anjou). The
union of the French and Spanish territories
seemed to unsettle entirely the European bal-
ance, and a great coalition was formed to pre-
vent the union (England, Holland, the empire,
with certain smaller powers). France struggled
against the armies of the coalition, led by
Marlborough and Prince Eugene, up to the
battle of Blenheim (1704). But that crushing
blow entirely changed the situation; and hence-
forth France struggled against hopeless odds,
constantly asking for a peace which the allies
refused to grant. It is only possible to mention
the chief battles. Ramillies in 1706, Oudenarde
in 1708, Malplaquet in 1709 were all defeats
for the French. Only in Spain did they gain
victories (Almanza 1707, Villa Viciosa 1710).
Peace came unexpectedly at Utrecht in 1713,
and was brought about largely by a change of
ministry in England. Louis was succeeded by
his great-grandson, Louis xv. His long reign
saw the authority and popularity of the French
monarchy entirely undermined, and laid the
foundation of the destructive part of the revo-
lution.
In 1733 Louis xv. entered upon the war of
Polish Succession in support of the claims of
his father-in-law, Stanislas Leczinski. France
was defeated in the avowed object of the war,
but by the peace of Vienna (1738) she con-
verted her effective possession of Lorraine into
a recognized and legal power. In 1740 the
death of the Emperor Charles vx, brought on
the war of the Austrian Succession, in which
France, in alliance with Frederick of Prussia,
fought against Maria Theresa of Austria and
England. The French were defeated at Det-
tingen in' 1743, and had previously been driver!
from Bavaria. But in 1745 they won the great
battle of Fontenoy, and in 1747 the victory of